SS2           VISIT  TO  THE  HOLY  PLACES,
which the most striking object is a pendant clus-
ter of grapes, frequently repeated, and reminding
me of our old Bible prints, representing the
return of the spies with such a token from the pro-
mised land. Below this again, is another line of
sculptured flowers and fruits, in a light and airy-
style ; but both are much defaced by time, and
still more injured by the breaking away of the
-outer surface of the rock.
The interior of the portico is Entirely destitute
of ornament; and instead of passing from it on-
ward through a central door, as is usual, both in
the ancient tombs here, and in most of those in
Egypt, a small opening, through which it is now
necessary to crawl, leads down from the left side*
near the corner, to the apartments below* The
first room into which we entered by this passage
was about eighteen feet square, nearly filled with
rubbish, and having one door-way leading from
it on the right, but no corresponding one on the
left, and two immediately opposite to the passage
.of entrance, making in all three doors which
communicate with other chambers within, , Jn
each of these were smaller divisions for there--
ception of the dead, with benches and sarcophagi,
niches of a-triangular form for lamps above ths
tombs, and channels below to carry off water.
Prom one of these inner chambers a flight of
steps descended to an apartment below, where